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ELECTORAL CODE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

PART ONE
SECTION 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 1
MAIN PROVISIONS

Article 1. Fundamentals of elections

1. Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia, elections of the National
Assembly, council of elders of communities, heads of communities — except for the heads of
communities provided for by this Code — shall be held by secret ballot on the basis of
universal, equal, free and direct suffrage.

Article 2. Universal suffrage

1. Citizens of the Republic of Armenia having attained the age of 18 as of the day of election
(hereinafter referred to as “the voting day”) shall have the right to elect during the elections of
the National Assembly.

2. During the elections of local self-government bodies the right to elect shall be reserved to
the following persons, having attained the age of 18 as of the voting day and registered in the
Population Register of the community where the elections are being held:

(1) citizens of the Republic of Armenia registered for at least 6 months before the voting day;
(2) citizens having no registration for at least 6 months before the voting day who have been
registered in that community by virtue of discharge from compulsory fixed-term military service
or of release from serving punishment in the form of imprisonment;

(3) persons not holding citizenship of the Republic of Armenia but registered for at least one
year before the voting day.

3. During the elections of local self-government bodies, the rights and responsibilities
prescribed by this Code for citizens of the Republic of Armenia shall also extend to persons
having the right to elect during the elections of local self-government bodies.

4. Persons lacking active legal capacity as declared by a civil judgment of a court having
entered into force, as well as persons sentenced by a criminal judgment having entered into
force and serving a punishment for grave and particularly grave offences, committed
intentionally, do not have the right to elect.

Article 3. Equal suffrage

1. Electors shall participate in elections on equal grounds.

2. Public authorities shall ensure equal conditions for the exercise of the right of suffrage of
electors.

3. Electors shall — irrespective of national origin, race, sex, language, religion, political or
other views, social origin, property or other status — have the right to elect and to be elected.
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Article 4. Free suffrage

1. Elections in the Republic of Armenia shall be held on the basis of the principles of free and
voluntary exercise of the right of suffrage. No one shall have the right to force an elector to vote
for or against a candidate (a political party) or have the right to force an elector to participate or
not to participate in elections.

Article 5. Direct suffrage

1. The National Assembly, local self-government bodies — except for the heads of Yerevan,
Gyumri, Vanadzor communities — shall be elected directly by electors.

Article 6. Secrecy of voting

1. Voting shall be held by secret ballot. Secrecy of voting shall not only be the right, but also
the responsibility of an elector. Control over the free expression of will of an elector shall be
prohibited.

Article 7. Mandatory and periodic nature of elections

1. Elections of the National Assembly and local self-government bodies shall be held
periodically, within the time limits prescribed by the Constitution and this Code.

2. During martial law or state of emergency, elections of the National Assembly and local self-
government bodies shall not be held. No earlier than 50 days and no later than 65 days after
the end of the martial law or state of emergency, new elections of the National Assembly and
local self-government bodies not having taken place due to martial law or state of emergency
shall be held. The new election shall be called by the decision of the Central Electoral
Commission no later than 7 days after the end of the martial law or state of emergency.

Article 8. Publicity of elections
1. Preparations for and holding of elections shall be public.

2. Secondary regulatory legal acts of the Central Electoral Commission shall be published as
prescribed by the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On legal acts”. The individual legal acts of
the Central Electoral Commission shall be posted on the website of the Central Electoral
Commission by the end of the day following the adoption thereof.

Secondary regulatory legal acts of the Central Electoral Commission shall be posted on the
website of the Central Electoral Commission by the end of the day following their state
registration and filing with the Central Electoral Commission, and during the period of elections
of the National Assembly — on the same day.

The website of the Central Electoral Commission shall be the following: www.elections.am.

3. For the purpose of ensuring publicity and transparency of organising and holding elections,
raising the level of public awareness, ensuring security, protection and smooth operation of the
website of the Central Electoral Commission and the “Elections” automated system, and
properly exercising the powers vested in electoral commissions by this Code, they shall be
provided with necessary software, hardware and communication means, equipment and

property.

4. Political parties (alliances of political parties) running in elections of the National Assembly
and the Councils of Elders of Yerevan, Gyumri, Vanadzor may submit their election
programmes in the electronic format prescribed by the Central Electoral Commission for the
purpose of posting them on the website of the Central Electoral Commission. The Central
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Electoral Commission shall post these programmes on the website by the end of the next
working day following their submission.

5. Candidates shall, within 5 days following the expiry of the time limit prescribed by this Code
for registration, submit a declaration of their property and income to the relevant electoral
commission.

Within 5 days following the expiry of the time limit prescribed by this Code for registration of
electoral lists of political parties running in elections, the political parties (alliance of political
parties) running in elections shall submit a declaration of property and income of the political
party (alliances of political parties — that of the political parties included therein) to the Central
Electoral Commission.

The forms (electronic forms) of declarations, the procedure for submission thereof, as well as
the day as of which the declaration of property and financial means are submitted, and the
period for which the declaration of income is submitted shall be prescribed by the Central
Electoral Commission.

6. Declarations of political parties (political parties included in the alliances of political parties)
running in elections shall, within a 3-day period after being submitted, be posted on the website
of the Central Electoral Commission, whereas carbon copies of declarations of other
candidates shall, on the basis of a written application, be provided to members of district
electoral commissions, proxies, mass media representatives and observers.

7. During elections of the National Assembly, the state administration body authorised by the
Government of the Republic of Armenia, maintaining the State Population Register of the
Republic of Armenia (hereinafter referred to as “the authorised body”) shall — on the 30th,
20th, 10th day and on the day preceding the voting day — publish the total number of electors
included in the Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia, indicating also the total number
of electors by place of residence, electors having no registration, police officers seconded to
electoral precincts, electors in a medical institution providing inpatient treatment.

8. Electors shall, as prescribed by this Code, be informed of the composition, locations,
working hours of electoral commissions, the time limits for submission of applications on
inaccuracies in the lists of electors, the homination, registration of candidates, the day, venue,
time of voting, as well as the results of voting and election.

9. On the voting day, by 11:30, 14:30, 17:30 and 20:30, precinct electoral commissions shall
be obliged to communicate to the district electoral commission the number of electors having
participated in the voting at the given electoral precinct as of 11:00, 14:00, 17:00 and 20:00,
respectively. District electoral commissions shall summarise, publish and communicate such
data to the Central Electoral Commission with the same interval. During the election of the
National Assembly, the Central Electoral Commission shall, on the voting day at 9:00, publish
information on the progress of elections, and starting from 12:00 to 21:00 it shall publish, every
3 hours, information on the number of electors having participated in the voting as of the
previous hour, by electoral districts, Marz centres and electoral district communities having
more than 10 000 electors and the city of Yerevan. After the information on the number of
electors having participated in the voting is published, it shall be posted on the website of the
Commission by electoral precincts.

During the election of the National Assembly, the Central Electoral Commission shall publish
the data referred to in this part by live broadcasting on public radio and public television, from
the seat of the Central Electoral Commission.

10. During elections of the National Assembly, as well as Councils of Elders of Yerevan,
Gyumri, Vanadzor, the Central Electoral Commission shall — no later than the day following the
voting, starting at 00:00 — carry out tabulation of voting results by electoral precincts. The
Central Electoral Commission shall finalise the tabulation of preliminary voting results and shall
post preliminary voting results on the website of the Commission no later than within one hour
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following the receipt of the latest information from the electoral precinct on the voting results,
but no later than within 24 hours following the end of the voting.

11. Proxies, observers, visitors, mass media representatives and — upon the consent or
assignment of the chairperson of the higher level commission — members of the higher level
electoral commission shall have the right, as prescribed by this Code, to be present at the
sittings of electoral commissions, as well as in the voting room during the entire voting process.
Proxies, observers, visitors, mass media representatives may photograph and videotape the
sittings of electoral commissions, as well as the voting process without violating the right of
electors to secrecy of voting.

12. Both the general number of electors registered in military units and the number of those
registered by electoral precincts, the lists of electors being drawn up in military units, the
numbers and locations of the electoral precincts, where the electors included in the lists of
electors being drawn up in military units are to vote, shall not be subject to publication, extracts
therefrom shall not be made.

CHAPTER 2
LISTS OF ELECTORS
Article 9. Maintaining the Register of Electors, drawing up lists of electors

1. The Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia shall be a permanently maintained
document which is drawn up by electoral districts and communities. Citizens of the Republic of
Armenia included in the State Population Register of the Republic of Armenia, registered in any
community of the Republic of Armenia and having the right to elect shall be included in the
Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia.

Electors having no registration in the Republic of Armenia, as well as persons not holding
citizenship of the Republic of Armenia but having the right to elect during elections of self-
government bodies shall not be included in the Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia,
which does not restrict their right to elect.

2. The Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia shall be maintained, and the list of
electors shall be drawn up by the authorised body. The authorised body shall be responsible for
maintaining and drawing up the Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia and the list of
electors in accordance with the requirements of this Code.

3. Heads of penitentiary institutions and facilities for holding arrestees, as well as
commanders of military units shall also draw up lists of electors in cases and as prescribed by
this Code.

4. The authorised body shall, twice a year, in June and November (during the first week),
submit the Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia by communities, and in case of the
election of the National Assembly also by electoral precincts to the Central Electoral
Commission in an electronic format no later than 41 days and 3 days before the voting day, for
posting it on the website of the Central Electoral Commission with search functionality. The
Register of Electors of the Republic of Armenia shall be a permanent and integral part of the
website of the Central Electoral Commission.

Article 10. Including electors in the list
1. The list of electors of a community shall be drawn up on the basis of the Register of

Electors of the Republic of Armenia by electoral precincts, which shall include persons having
the right to elect during the relevant election pursuant to Article 2 of this Code.
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2. In case of each election, an elector may be included only in one list of electors and only
once.

3. In case of the election of the National Assembly, electors having registration of another
community shall, no later than 7 days before the voting day, submit an application to the
authorised body or to the head of its relevant subdivision (hereinafter referred to as “the
authorised body”) on temporary withdrawal from the list of electors by place of registration,
indicating the address of their place of residence on the voting day.

The authorised body shall, within a 3-day period following the receipt of the application,
temporarily remove the data of the elector from the list of electors by place of registration and
add them in the list of electors of the electoral precinct by place of residence. The authorised
body shall provide the applicant with a relevant application thereon. The forms of the application
and the statement of application shall be established by the Central Electoral Commission.

4. During the election of the National Assembly, members of precinct electoral commissions
may be included in the electoral precinct list of electors of the electoral precinct by place of
residence where they are appointed as members of a precinct electoral commission, by being
temporarily removed from the list of electors by place of registration. The application for
including members of precinct electoral commissions in the lists of electors of the electoral
precinct by place of residence shall be submitted to the authorised body by the political party
that has appointed him or her, or by the chairperson of the district electoral commission on the
basis of the application of the member of the precinct electoral commission no later than 5 days
before the voting day, by 14:00.

The form of the application shall be established by the Central Electoral Commission.

5. For the purpose of participating in the voting, during the election of the National Assembly,
electors having no registration in the Republic of Armenia shall, no later than 7 days before the
voting day, submit an application to the authorised body on being temporarily included in the list
of electors, indicating the address of their place of residence in the Republic of Armenia on the
voting day. The authorised body shall, within a 3-day period following the receipt of the
application, include the elector in the list of electors of the electoral precinct of his or her place
of residence in the Republic of Armenia on the voting day and shall provide him or her with a
statement of information thereon. The forms of the application and the statement of information
shall be established by the Central Electoral Commission.

6. During the election of the National Assembly, the Police under the Government of the
Republic of Armenia (hereinafter referred to as “the Police”) shall — no later than 5 days before
the voting day, by 14:00 — draw up a list of police officers seconded to electoral precincts on
the voting day, indicating therein the surname, name, patronymic, year, month and day of birth
(hereinafter referred to as “the date”), the address of the place of registration of police officers
and the number of the electoral precinct. Based on these lists, the authorised body shall
temporarily remove police officers from the list of electors of their place of registration and shall
include them in the list of electors of the precincts they are seconded to.

7. During the election of the National Assembly, the head of the medical institution
providing inpatient care shall — no later than 5 days before the voting day, by 14:00 —
submit to the authorised body the list of electors undergoing inpatient treatment and having
no possibility to be present in the polling station on their own but willing to participate in the
voting, indicating therein the surname, name, patronymic, the date of birth and the address of
the place of registration of the elector.

Based on the submitted lists, the authorised body shall temporarily remove the electors
undergoing inpatient treatment from the list of electors of their place of registration and shall —
in accordance with the requirements for the lists of electors as prescribed by Article 11 of this
Code — draw up a supplementary list of electors participating in the voting in a medical
institution providing inpatient care.
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8. During the election of the National Assembly, military servants undergoing compulsory
fixed-term military service shall — in case of being granted a temporary leave from service as
prescribed by the legislation — be removed from the list of electors of the military unit and
included in the list of electors of their places of permanent residence, in case an application to
be included in the list of electors is submitted within the time limit prescribed by part 3 of this
Article. The form of the application and the list of documents attached thereto shall be
established by the Central Electoral Commission.

9. During the election of the National Assembly, military servants undergoing compulsory
fixed-term military service, as well as contract military servants registered within the territory
where the military units are located, members of their families, registered together with them
within the same territory, who have the right to elect shall be included in the list of electors of
the military unit.

10. During the election of the National Assembly, the Ministry of Defence, the National
Security Service and the Police shall — no later than 50 days before the voting day — submit to
the authorised body and the Central Electoral Commission the number of electors registered in
military units, troops of the National Security and the Police respectively, as prescribed by the
Central Electoral Commission.

11. Contract military servants registered outside the territory of a military unit shall be included
in the list of electors under the general procedure.

12. The list of electors registered in the penitentiary institution shall — 3 days before the voting
day — be drawn up by the head of the penitentiary institution.

Article 11. Requirements for lists of electors

1. Lists of electors shall be drawn up by the addresses of places of registration of electors.
During elections of the National Assembly, lists of electors by place of residence, electors
having no registration, police officers seconded to electoral precincts shall also be included in
the list of electors of the precinct, under separate sections by continuing the numbering.

2. The list of electors, being posted in the polling station, shall include the marz name (city of
Yerevan), the number of the electoral district, the record number of the electoral precinct, the
name of the community (the administrative district), and in separate columns the following data
of the elector:

(1) the record number in the list of electors of the given polling station;

(2) the surname, name, patronymic (the patronymic, if available in the relevant registration
documents);

(3) the date of birth;

(4) the address of the place of registration, and in case of electors having no registration in
the Republic of Armenia the address of the place of residence in the Republic of Armenia on
the voting day.

3. The numbering referred to in point 1 of part 2 of this Article in the lists of electors, being
used by precinct electoral commissions, shall be carried out by electoral precincts; the number
of the electoral precinct shall also appear on each sheet of the lists.

In the lists of electors referred to in this part, 4 additional columns shall be provided for:

(1) the data of the personal identification document of the elector;

(2) the elector’s signature;

(3) the individual seal of the member of the commission responsible for the registration of
electors;

(4) additional notes. Additional notes in the list of electors shall be made in the manner and
cases prescribed by the Central Electoral Commission.
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4. The lists of electors shall be drawn up in the form of a register and paginated for up to
1 000 electors, so that each register of the lists of electors allocated to an electoral precinct
having more than 1 000 electors includes data of approximately equal number of electors. Each
page of the list of electors may contain data on maximum 20 electors.

5. The list of electors and the supplementary list of electors being drawn up by the authorised
body in cases prescribed by this Code shall be drawn up, paginated, and each page of the list
shall be signed and sealed by the authorised body.

6. The lists of electors shall be drawn up in an electronic format as well, through special
software. The electronic lists shall be downloaded beforehand in the technical equipment being
provided to the relevant precinct electoral commission and shall contain:

(1) the surnames, names, patronymics (patronymic, if available in the relevant registration
documents) of all electors;

(2) the number of the electoral precinct in the list of which the elector is included;

(3) the record number of the elector in the list of electors of the relevant polling station;

(4) the date of birth of the elector;

(5) the address of the place of registration of the elector, and in case of electors having no
registration in the Republic of Armenia, the address of the place of residence in the Republic of
Armenia on the voting day;

(6) the number of the identification card, biometric passport and non-biometric passport of
the elector (where the elector has the relevant personal identification documents), whereas in
the case provided for in part 8 of Article 10 of this Code — the number of the military service
record book;

(7) for electors of the given district, also the photograph available in the digital database
(where the elector has obtained an identification card or a biometric passport, or where a non-
biometric passport has been obtained after 1 January 2008).

7. The list of elector, being drawn up in a military unit, penitentiary institution and facility for
holding arrestees shall be drawn up, paginated, and each page of the lists shall be signed and
sealed by the commander of the military unit, the head of the penitentiary institution and the
head of the facility for holding arrestees, respectively. The lists of electors referred to in this part
shall not be drawn up electronically and shall not be downloaded in the technical equipment
being provided to the precinct electoral commissions.

8. Supplementary lists of electors undergoing inpatient treatment shall not be drawn up in an
electronic format and shall not be downloaded in the technical equipment being provided to
precinct electoral commissions.

Article 12. Providing lists of electors to electoral commissions and to the
person possessing the premises of a polling station

1. The authorised body shall, no later than 40 days before the voting day, provide the person
possessing the premises of the polling station with the list of electors — containing on the last
page a statement of information on the time limits and place of submitting applications on
inaccuracies in the lists of electors, on the procedure and time limits for the consideration
thereof — for the purpose of posting it at the polling station. The form of the statement of
information shall be established by the Central Electoral Commission.

2. The authorised body shall — 10 days and 4 days before the voting day — provide the
Central Electoral Commission with a statement of information on the number of electors by
electoral districts and electoral precincts in case of elections of the National Assembly and the
Councils of Elders of Yerevan, Gyumri, Vanadzor. During the elections of head of community
and member of the council of elders, the authorised body shall — 10 days and 4 days before
the voting day — provide the district electoral commission with a statement of information on
the number of electors by electoral precincts and communities.
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No later than 7 days after calling elections of the National Assembly, the authorised body shall
provide the Central Electoral Commission with a statement of information on the number of
electors by electoral districts.

3. The authorised body shall — 3 days before the voting day — provide the chairpersons of
precinct electoral commissions with the lists of electors by electoral precincts (including the
supplementary list of electors undergoing inpatient treatment), drawn up in the form of a
register, posted at polling stations and used by the precinct electoral commission, and with the
addresses of the residential buildings (houses) included in the electoral precinct, as well as with
the forms necessary for drawing up supplementary lists of electors in the electoral precinct on
the voting day, as prescribed by Article 15 of this Code.

The relevant technical equipment with downloaded electronic lists of electors, together with the
lists of electors, shall be provided to the chairpersons of precinct electoral commissions as well.

4. The lists of electors registered in a military unit shall be provided by the commander of the
military unit to the chairperson of the district electoral commission 3 days before the voting day,
in a sealed envelope which shall be opened only on the voting day at the precinct electoral
commission.

5. The head of the penitentiary institution shall — 2 days before the voting day — hand over
the list of electors to the chairperson of the precinct electoral commission.

6. On the voting day, the head of the facility for holding arrestees shall draw up and hand
over the list of electors to the member of the precinct electoral commission organising voting
through a mobile ballot box at the facility for holding arrestees.

Article 13. Accessibility of lists of electors

1. The list of electors of the Republic of Armenia, except for the cases provided for by this
Code, shall be open to the public.

The lists (including electronic lists) of electors containing information on participation in the
voting shall not be subject to publication, it shall be prohibited to take photocopies of them,
photograph or videotape them.

2. During elections of the National Assembly and the Councils of Elders of Yerevan, Gyumri,
Vanadzor, the authorised body shall post the list of electors by electoral precincts 40 days and
2 days before the voting day, on www.police.am website. The lists of electors posted on the
website by electoral precincts must be downloadable.

3. The person possessing the premises of the polling station shall — 40 days before the
voting day — post the list of electors in the polling station, in a place visible to all.

4. The chairperson of a precinct electoral commission shall — 2 days before the voting day —
post a carbon copy of the list of electors, including the supplementary list of persons undergoing
inpatient treatment at the polling station, in a place visible to all. These lists shall remain posted
in the polling station until the 7th day following the voting.

5. Lists of electors registered in a military unit shall — 10 days before the voting day — be
posted at a military unit in a place visible to military servants.

6. In case of forming more than one electoral precinct in a community, the authorised body
shall — no later than 4 days before the voting day — send notifications to the electors about the
voting day, the number of the electoral precinct, the address of the polling station and the time.
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Article 14. Procedure for submitting applications on elimination of
inaccuracies in the lists of electors, considering the applications
and for correcting the lists of electors

1. Everyone shall have the right to submit — no later than 7 days before the voting day — an
application to the authorised body on elimination of inaccuracies (including those not relating to
the persona of the applicant) in the lists of electors. Within 5 days following the receipt of an
application but no later than 5 days before the voting day, the authorised body shall, in case
there are grounds prescribed by this Code, make necessary alterations or corrections to the list
of electors, informing the applicant thereon in writing. Where the application does not relate to
the persona of the applicant, the authorised body shall, in case the application is satisfied, notify
thereon through azdarar.am website.

2. During 5 days preceding the voting day, as well as on the voting day until the end of the
voting, everyone shall have the right to submit an application to the authorised body to be
included in the list of electors. Decisions concerning applications to be included in the lists of
electors shall be delivered within such time limits which enable the elector to participate in the
voting. The authorised body shall provide a statement of information on including in the
supplementary list of electors, being drawn up on the voting day, to those persons who are
registered at the address included in the description of the relevant electoral precinct, but who
have been left out of the list of electors of that electoral precinct, as well as to those persons who
have submitted to the authorised body, in the manner and within the time limits prescribed by
this Code, an application on being temporarily included in the list of a polling station, the
application has not been rejected, however they have not been included in the relevant list.

The form of the statement of information of the authorised body on being included in the
supplementary list of electors, being drawn up on the voting day and to be submitted to the
precinct electoral commission, shall be established by the Central Electoral Commission.
Additions to the list of electors — based on the statement of information of the authorised body
on being included in the supplementary list of electors, being drawn up on the voting day —
shall be made by a precinct electoral commission on the voting day, through drawing up a
supplementary list as prescribed by Article 15 of this Code.

3. Disputes on eliminating inaccuracies in the lists of electors and making an addition to the
list shall be settled by superior authorities or through judicial procedure, in the manner and
within the time limits prescribed by the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On fundamentals of
administrative action and administrative proceedings” or the Administrative Procedure Code of
the Republic of Armenia. The superior authorised body or the court shall deliver the act on
eliminating inaccuracies in the lists of electors in the course of 3 days after the receipt of the
complaint (application). In case the complaint (application) is satisfied on the voting day and
within 3 days preceding it, the superior authorised body shall provide the applicant with a
statement of information on being included in the supplementary list of electors, being drawn up
on the voting day. The court or the superior authorised body shall deliver the act on making an
addition to the list within the time limits enabling the elector to participate in the voting. The act
on eliminating inaccuracies in the lists of electors shall be executed by the authorised body. On
the voting day, based on the act on being included in the list of electors, the data of the elector
shall, as prescribed by Article 15 of this Code, be included by the precinct electoral commission
in the supplementary list of electors, being drawn up on the voting day.

The courts shall send the carbon copy of the civil act on including electors in the list of electors
to the authorised body for making relevant changes to the Register of Electors as well.

4. Electoral commissions shall not have the right to make, on their own initiative, any change
— whether a correction or an addition — to the lists of electors (including to the supplementary
lists).
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Article 15. Supplementary list of electors, being drawn up on the voting day

1. On the voting day, the precinct electoral commission shall draw up a supplementary list of
electors, as prescribed by this Code.

2. The supplementary list of electors shall be drawn up where electors who are not included
in the lists of electors (including in the supplementary list of persons undergoing inpatient
treatment) show up at the electoral precinct on the voting day and submit a statement of
information or a civil act of a court on being included in a supplementary list of electors, being
drawn up on the voting day as provided for by part 2 or 3 of Article 14 of this Code.

3. Documents serving as a basis for including an elector in a supplementary list of electors
shall be attached to the supplementary list.

4. Supplementary lists of electors shall be drawn up in compliance with the requirements for
the lists of electors, being provided for the voting to precinct electoral commissions, by adding
one column for indicating the number and date of the civil act of the court or the statement of
information of the authorised body.

5. Each page of the supplementary list of electors drawn up by a precinct electoral
commission shall be signed and sealed by the chairperson of the precinct electoral
commission. After the end of the voting, the chairperson of the commission shall indicate at the
end of the list the total number of electors included in the supplementary list of electors, being
drawn up on the voting day.

CHAPTER 3
ELECTORAL PRECINCTS AND POLLING STATIONS
Article 16. Electoral precincts

1. The authorised body shall — no later than 45 days before the voting day — with the
participation of the head of community and member of district electoral commission, form
electoral precincts, taking into account local and other conditions, with the purpose of creating
more favourable conditions for the organisation of voting.

2. Electoral precincts shall be formed by sequential numbering. The procedure for numbering
the electoral precincts shall be established by the Central Electoral Commission.

3. Upon the formation, an electoral precinct shall include no more than 2 000 electors. The
number prescribed by this part may be changed in case of correcting the lists of electors and in
cases provided for by Article 10 of this Code.

4. An electoral precinct may not include different settlements.
Article 17. Polling station, voting room

1. The voting shall be held at a polling station, a hall, a parlour, a room and other premises
equipped for such purpose (hereinafter referred to as “the voting room”).

2. A polling station must be as close as possible to the residential buildings and houses
located in the electoral precinct. The voting room in a polling station shall be selected in such a
way as to ensure smooth voting process. Where there are no appropriate buildings and
structures in an electoral precinct belonging to the state or local self-government bodies, the
head of community shall be obliged to rent relevant premises. The head of the community shall
be responsible for designating the location of a polling station and the voting room, as well as
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for furnishing the voting room in accordance with the requirements prescribed by Article 57 of
this Code.

3. A polling station may not be located within the premises occupied by military educational
institutions, military units and health care institutions.

4. During the election of the National Assembly, polling stations shall be formed in
penitentiary institutions as well.

5. For ensuring access to the exercise of the right of suffrage by electors with limited physical
capacity, local self-government bodies shall undertake necessary measures at polling stations.

Article 18. Designating a polling station

1. The head of the community (also the head of the penitentiary institution in cases provided
for by this Code) shall designate a polling station no later than 43 days before the voting day.
The head of the community shall inform the authorised body, the relevant district electoral
commission and the person possessing the premises of the polling station thereon, and the
head of the penitentiary institution shall inform the district electoral commission.

2. In case of impossibility to organise or to hold the voting properly it at a polling station, the
head of the community shall be obliged to change upon request of the chairperson of the
district electoral commission — no later than 5 days before the voting day — the location of the
polling station, and, in exceptional cases (natural disaster, accident, fire or force majeure), also
on the voting day, upon the consent of the chairperson of the district electoral commission.

3. In case the location of a polling station is changed, the head of the community shall
immediately inform the electors thereon.

CHAPTER 4
ELECTION CAMPAIGN
Article 19. Main principles of election campaign

1. Period of the election campaign shall be the period prescribed by this Code, during which
the rules prescribed by this Code on making use of public resources, conducting election
campaign and ensuring financial transparency are in place for the purpose of ensuring equal
opportunities for the political parties running in elections and candidates.

The fact that the period of election campaign is fixed, shall not restrict the conduct of election
campaign during other periods not prohibited by this Code.

The period of election campaign shall start on the 7th day following the last day of the time
period prescribed by this Code for the registration of the electoral lists of political parties running
in elections and of the candidates and shall expire one day before the voting day. The
campaign during that period shall be hereinafter referred to as “the election campaign”.

The campaign on the voting day and on the preceding day shall be prohibited.

2. The State shall ensure free conduct of election campaign. It shall be ensured by state and
local self-government bodies by providing them with halls and other premises for the purpose
of organising election assemblies, meetings of electors with candidates and other election
related events. These shall be provided to political parties running in elections of the National
Assembly and of the Council of Elders of Yerevan on equal grounds and free of charge, as
prescribed by the Central Electoral Commission.

Halls of general education institutions may be provided to candidates, political parties running in
elections only after 18:00, or on non-working days, and only in cases where there are no other
relevant halls for conducting election campaign in the given community (administrative district of
the city of Yerevan).



- 13- CDL-REF(2016)030

3. No later than 20 days after calling elections of the National Assembly and the Council of
Elders of Yerevan, the marz governor and, in case of Yerevan, the Mayor of Yerevan shall
submit to the Central Electoral Commission the list of halls and other premises that are
provided free of charge to political parties running in elections. This list shall be posted on the
website of the Central Electoral Commission. Information shall be submitted in accordance with
the procedure prescribed by the Central Electoral Commission.

4. Atfter calling elections, election campaign offices may be formed. Election campaign offices
may not be located in the buildings occupied by state and local self-government bodies (except
for cases where election campaign offices occupy an area not belonging to such bodies), in the
buildings of general education institutions, as well as in the buildings where electoral
commissions are functioning. Signboards placed on election campaign offices shall not be
regarded as printed campaign materials within the meaning of this Code where they do not
contain direct appeals to vote for or against a candidate, a political party running in elections,
the number of such posters does not exceed the number of election precincts formed for
elections, and where the surface area of each signboard does not exceed 6 square metres.

5. It shall be prohibited to conduct an election campaign and disseminate any type of
campaign material by:

(1) state and local self-government bodies, as well as state and community servants (except
for the Deputies of the National Assembly), pedagogical staff of education institutions when
performing their powers;

(2) judges, prosecutors, officers of the Investigative Committee, officers of the Special
Investigation Service, Police, National Security Service, penitentiary institutions, officers of the
Judicial Acts Compulsory Enforcement Service and military servants;

(3) members of electoral commissions.

6. During the election campaign, as well as on the day preceding the voting day and on the
voting day, candidates, political parties running in elections shall be prohibited to provide
(promise) — in person or through someone else on their behalf, or in any other manner,
gratuitously or on preferential conditions — money, food, securities, goods to electors or to
render (promise) services to them. Charitable organisations, the names of which may resemble
(be associated with) the names of political parties running in elections and the names of
candidates, may not carry out during the election campaign charity work in the communities
where elections are held in which these candidates, political parties or candidates nominated
thereby are running.

7. Electoral commissions shall control the observance of the established procedure for
election campaigns. In case this procedure is violated by candidates, political parties running in
elections, the electoral commission having registered the candidate and the electoral list of a
political party running in elections shall apply to the competent authorities in order to prevent
them, or shall impose a warning in respect of the candidate, political party running in elections,
which has committed the violation, by giving a 3-day reasonable period for eliminating the
violation. The candidate, the political party running in elections shall be obliged to eliminate the
violation (consequences of the violation) within the time limit referred to in the decision and shall
inform the electoral commission thereon.

8. Where there is a violation of the established procedure for the election campaign, which is
of a continuous nature, and the committed violation may essentially affect the election results,
or it is impossible to eliminate the consequences of the committed violation, and the committed
violation may essentially affect the election results, the electoral commission — having
registered the candidate, the electoral list of the political party running in elections — shall apply
to court for revoking the registration of the candidate and the electoral list of the political party
running in elections.
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9. Arrested candidates or candidates kept in detention and candidates included in the
electoral list of a political party running in elections shall conduct election campaign through
proxies designated to act in electoral processes. To that end, arrested candidates or candidates
kept in detention shall have the right, during the election campaign, to have meetings with up to
3 proxies for up to 2 hours a day at the facilities for holding arrestees or detention facilities,
respectively.

Article 20. Election campaign through the mass media

1. Political parties running in elections of the National Assembly and the Council of Elders of
Yerevan shall have the right to use the airtime (including by live broadcasting) of public radio
and public television on equal conditions, free of charge and for pay.

2. The procedure and schedule for providing free and paid airtime on public radio and public
television shall be prescribed by the Central Electoral Commission on the next day following the
expiry of the time limit prescribed for registration of the electoral lists of political parties running
in elections.

3. Public radio and public television shall be obliged to ensure non-discriminatory conditions
for candidates, political parties running in elections.

News programmes on public radio and public television shall provide impartial and non-
judgemental information on election campaigns of candidates, political parties running in
elections.

Failure to organise events by a candidate, political parties running in elections or lack of
information on those activities shall not serve as a ground for the mass media not to publish
information on the campaign of the candidate, political parties running in elections.

Upon revoking or declaring invalid the registration, contracts concluded with candidates,
political parties running in elections by radio companies and television companies for providing
airtime for election campaign purposes shall be considered revoked, and the provision of
airtime to them for election campaign purposes shall be terminated.

4. No later than 10 days after calling elections of the National Assembly and the Council of
Elders of Yerevan, the National Commission on Television and Radio shall publish the price per
minute of the paid airtime of public radio and public television, which may not exceed the
market value of the commercial advertisement for the last 6 months preceding the calling of
elections and may not be changed until the end of the election campaign.

5. Provisions prescribed by part 3 of this Article shall also equally extend to other radio
companies and television companies carrying out terrestrial on-air broadcasting, which provide
airtime to candidates, political parties running in elections for conducting election campaign,
irrespective of the form of ownership.

No later than 10 days after calling elections, radio companies and television companies
carrying out terrestrial on-air broadcasting shall publish the price per minute of their paid
airtime, which may not exceed the average cost of the commercial advertisement for the last 6
months preceding the calling of elections and may not be changed until the end of the election
campaign.

6. It shall be prohibited to interrupt radio programmes and television programmes on election
campaign by commercial advertisement.

7. Television companies and radio companies carrying out terrestrial on-air broadcasting shall
be obliged to observe the requirements of this Article when carrying out satellite broadcasting.
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8. When carrying out terrestrial on-air broadcasting, radio programmes and television
programmes on election campaign shall be audio- and video-taped. They shall be kept until the
day the body assumes its powers.

9. Supervision over the observance by television companies and radio companies carrying
out terrestrial on-air broadcasting of the established procedure for election campaigns shall be
exercised by the National Commission on Television and Radio.

10. During the election campaign for the elections of the National Assembly and the Council
of Elders of Yerevan, the National Commission on Television and Radio shall conduct
monitoring for assessment of provision by television companies and radio companies carrying
out terrestrial on-air broadcasting of equal conditions for political parties running in elections. To
this end, the National Commission on Television and Radio shall develop and, no later than 20
days after calling elections of the National Assembly and the Council of Elders of Yerevan,
publish and submit to the Central Electoral Commission a methodology for assessment of
provision by television companies and radio companies carrying out terrestrial on-air
broadcasting of equal conditions for political parties running in elections during the period of the
election campaign.

11. During the elections of the National Assembly and the Council of Elders of Yerevan, the
National Commission on Television and Radio shall — no later than on the 10th day and the
20th day of the time period established for the election campaign, as well as 2 days before the
time limit established for summarising the election results — publish and submit to the Central
Electoral Commission the results of the monitoring on fulfilling the requirements of this Article
by television companies and radio companies carrying out terrestrial on-air broadcasting during
the period of the election campaign, as well as the conclusion of the Commission on
compliance by television companies and radio companies carrying out terrestrial on-air
broadcasting with the established procedure for election campaigns.

12. Newspapers and magazines founded by state or local self-government bodies shall be
obliged to ensure non-discriminatory and impartial conditions for candidates, political parties
running in elections during the period of the election campaign.

13. During the conduct of the election campaign, abuse of freedom of the mass media shall
be prohibited.

Article 21. Procedure for using a campaign poster, printed campaign and other
materials during election campaign

1. Candidates, political parties running in elections shall have the right to disseminate
campaign posters, printed campaign and other materials in an unimpeded manner.

2. Campaign posters, printed campaign and other materials may be posted only at the places
designated for this purpose, on paid billboards and on election campaign offices.

Campaign posters, printed campaign and other materials may also be posted on or inside
buildings (except for block of flats or subdivided buildings, public catering or trading facilities),
structures, means of transport (except for public transport) belonging to or under the
possession of natural or legal persons upon their consent.

Campaign posters, printed campaign and other materials may be posted or used without
restrictions during holding of campaign assemblies, meetings with electors and other election
related events — at the places of holding such events. Campaign posters, printed campaign
and other materials posted during such events shall be removed by the relevant candidate,
political party running in elections after the event is over.

Natural persons having the right to carry out electoral campaign may carry campaign materials
with them without restrictions.
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3. The head of community shall be obliged to — 10 days before starting the election
campaign — designate free places for posting a campaign poster, printed campaign and other
materials in the territory of the community, establishing such conditions which shall ensure
equal opportunities (equal surface area) for candidates, political parties running in elections.
This power shall be considered as a mandatory power for the head of community.

4. In case of a community with 10 000 or more electors, the head of community shall submit
to the Central Electoral Commission the decision on designating free places for posting
campaign posters, printed campaign and other materials within a 3-day period following the
adoption of such decision.

5. Organisations disposing outdoor billboards shall — in case of placing campaign posters,
other printed campaign materials during the period of the election campaign — ensure non-
discriminatory and impartial conditions for candidates, political parties running in elections.

6. Forthe purpose of providing the political parties running in elections with billboards with the
surface area exceeding 5 square metres during the elections of the National Assembly and the
Council of Elders of Yerevan, organisations disposing outdoor billboards shall — within a 21-
day period after calling elections — submit information to the Central Electoral Commission on
the quantity, surface areas, locations and rental charges for billboards being provided during
the period of election campaign to political parties running in elections. Information shall be
provided in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the Central Electoral Commission.
Billboards not included in the list submitted to the Central Electoral Commission may not later
be provided to political parties running in elections. The Central Electoral Commission shall post
this information on the website of the Commission. Political parties running in elections shall —
within the time limits prescribed by this Code for submitting documents for registration of
electoral lists of political parties running in elections — submit requests to the Central Electoral
Commission for placing a campaign poster, other printed campaign materials on these
billboards in the form prescribed by the Central Electoral Commission. Based on this
information, the right to post a campaign poster, other printed campaign materials on outdoor
billboards shall be distributed among political parties running in elections upon the decision of
the Central Electoral Commission. Based on the decision of the Central Electoral Commission,
the political party running in elections shall conclude a contract with an organisation disposing
outdoor billboards for posting a campaign poster, other printed campaign material. Where no
contract is concluded by the political party running in elections within a 3-day period after entry
into force of the decision of the Central Electoral Commission, the disposer of the billboard shall
be free to conclude another contract for using this billboard for other purposes. During elections
of the National Assembly and the Council of Elders of Yerevan the campaign poster with a
surface area exceeding 5 square metres may only be posted on an outdoor billboard distributed
beforehand by the Central Electoral Commission.

Campaign posters, printed campaign and other materials posted on the voting day and the day
preceding the voting day may remain in their places.

7. Tearing off, scratching, as well as making notes on or damaging in any other way
campaign posters, printed campaign and other materials shall be prohibited.

8. The head of the community, heads of organisations disposing outdoor billboards shall
ensure that a campaign poster, printed campaign and other materials of candidates, political
parties running in elections whose registration has been revoked or declared invalid are
removed.

In case of failure to remove within a 3-day period the campaign posters, printed campaign and
other materials by candidates, political parties running in elections whose registration has been
revoked or declared invalid, they shall be removed by the head of community. The head of
community may claim from the candidates, political parties running in elections whose
registration has been revoked or declared invalid compensation for the expenses incurred by
him or her.
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9. A campaign poster, printed campaign and other materials posted in violation of the
provisions of this Article shall be removed by the head of community, if necessary with the help
of the Police. This function shall be considered as a delegated power of the head of community.
During the per